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ARTICLE I. 
SURGICAL CASES. 
BY ©. BRACKETT, M. D. 
Rocuester, Futron Co., Inprana, Apri. 307n, 1858. 


Epitors oF Cuicaco MepicaL JourNAL,—I notice in the 
April No. of the Journal (page 191), that you have an article 
postmarked ‘Rochester, Indiana,” wanting a signature. I 
sent several articles, a part of which only have appeared. You 
will know my writing by this. If they are alike, use my name. 
I can tell if the article is mine when I see it, and if it should 
prove not to be mine, I can correct it. I supposed the reason of 
their not being published all was that they lacked interest. 

I sent, a few years ago, the details of a case of ascites, which 
I thought interesting, but never heard from it, so supposed it was 
not considered worthy of publication. I thought it of interest, 
from the fact, that the patient recovered, and that I had taken at 
different times extraordinarily large quantities of fluid from her; 
as, at one tapping, one hundred and twelve pints, at another, 
ninety-six, etc. For the past five years, the patient is hearty. 
This, with several other cases of dropsy, I will send, if you 
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think they are worth publishing. I send herewith some cascs 
of injuries of joints. 

Case 1, Louisa E. Brackett, aged 6 years, last November, 
knelt down to pull out the lower drawer of a bureau. A No. 6 
needle was sticking point foremost in the carpet; she knelt on 
it, and it entered the knee joint of right leg; entered the femur 
on a line below, and to the inside of the central line of the 
patella. On extending the leg, the needle broke off, leaving 
about the fourth of an inch of the head inthe femur. The other 
piece I removed a few minutes after the accident. Treated the 
case by perfect rest to the joint, maintained by splints, opiates, 
or rather opium, as often, and as much as necessary to procure 
perfect rest; laxatives as necessary; tinct. iod. sat. as local ap- 
plication, and cloths wet with spirit lotion. After six weeks, 
she could begin to touch the foot to ground, and swelling began 
to abate; thenceforyard the swelling abated rapidly, and the 
joint resumed its functions perfectly. 

Case 2. Miss Marine, of Gilead, Miami Co., a few weeks 
since, ran a No. 6 needle point foremost into the knee joint of 
right leg when knee flexed. Needle entered from above, pierced 
the cartilaginous portion of inferior end of femur, internal to 
patella, was driven in out of sight. I saw her three weeks and 
five days‘after the accident. Knee had suppurated and opened, 
each side discharged freely; treatment had been a 
anodynes, sparingly used. 

I made an opening at the point of cathimiate found the head 
of needle one quarter inch below surface, removed it with some 
little trouble. Needle was dent like a fish-hook, caused, I sup- 
pose, from point of needle having entered the upper articular 
surface of tibia, and having been turned up by extending the 
limb after the accident. Patient is doing well. 

_ Case 3. April 9, 1858. John Wilson, aged 11, was struck on 
external ankle by stick of timber to which horses were attached. 
Tibia was burst through integuments of inner ankle, making 
wound half of circumference of the limb. The tibia ploughed 
the ground about four feet before boy was extricated. Drs. 
Cleland and Gould cleaned the wound, which was firmly impacted 
with dirt and straw, returned the tibia, deprived of its lower 
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articular surface, to its place, and the attempt to save the limb 
is so far successful, that when I saw the boy last, day before 
yesterday, he was sitting up, with starehed bandage to limb, 
comfortable. Discharge from wound lessening, healthy. Boy 
in good spirits, appetite good. Treatment has been opiates 
as often and so much as to allay, perfectly, pain and spasm, 
with perfect rest of injured joint. 

Case 4. Mark M , aged about 20, shot, with a rifle ball, 
through metatarso phalangeal articulation from above down; 
. removed all splinters of bone that I could find, patching, ete. 
Treated by opiates as often and much as necessary to relieve, 
perfectly, pain and spasm; perfect rest of affected part; cure 
perfect and speedy, without a bad symptom except discharge of 
some spiculz of bones whieh were detached during the healing 
process. 

CasE 5. John Carter, aged 18, June, 1856, shot, with a rifle 
ball, through centre of humerus, above junction of upper third 
with lower two thirds. Six weeks after accident I saw him first, 
humerus (tightly bound to rough splint), elevated above the level 
of the joint; wound discharging sparingly, depots of matter 
about the joint and above the clavicle, hectic fever, no appetite, 
erysipelatous inflammation of arm, anterior and posterior sides 
of chest, tumefaction, and much emaciation, and amphipneuma. 
Has been treated with antiphlogistics. I brought arm down to 
side. Treated with opium and quinine, as much as he ean 
bear; generous diet; began to improve rapidly, and discharged 
perfectly cured, or perfectly well. 

Cast 6. Called to Mrs. VanMetre, seventeen miles 8. W. of 
Rochester, last week; sent Dr. Gould. Case: disloeat. jaw of 
eight and forty hours’ duration. Two of the Smiths, and 
some others, had been at it at the time; had broken out three 
teeth and skinned the jaw in divers places, and at last concluded 
it could not be reduced by force, but a liniment could be applied 
that would draw it in in eight hours. Dr. Gould reduced it 
without difficulty, as the patient was unwilling to wait for the 
operation of the liniment of the Smiths, or for a preparation of 
lobelia which a steamer said was infallible. A case of this kind 
betrays the ignorance of such vile pretenders; but, what thou- 





248 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS, 


sands of lives are lost, and what weeks of suffering endured by 
the sick, through their ministrations. 

Cask 7. Perry, aged about 36. Both hands blown off 
by premature discharge of cannon. Assisted by Drs. Howes, 
Robbins and Mann, removed remnants of carpus. Second day, 
patient out on street; recovered without bad symptom. Treat- 
ment, opium and stimulants ad libitum; recovery perfect, without 
bad symptom. Had served in Texan Revolution and Mexican 
War; had had fractured skull from sabre wound, received in 
Texan Revolution, and done well through all his troubles. 

The case of ununited fracture of femur which I reported in 
last December No. of the Journal, has terminated in the perfect 
union; limb strong. From this time on, we need not be dis- 
couraged, for nature will do wonders in the cure of injuries, if 
she has a fair chance. Give her rest and quiet. 

The case of paraphymosis, reported by me in a former No., 
terminated by formation of urinary fistula which can be healed; 
yet I think my undertaking to save the penis from amputation, 
was of doubtful benefit to the patient; for, without doubt, a short 
member well rigged, is preferable to a wife, to one of full length, 
wanting fore-mizen and bobstays. 

March 17th, 1853. Mrs. Moore applied for removal of cancer 
from face, oceupying the space from just below the ear to near 
the point of the chin, two inches broad in the center; open, and 
discharging offensive matter, attended with lancinating pains. 
Patient unable to open the mouth; can only take a fluid diet 
sucked through a tube. Disease of some twelve years’ duration, 
but only for past year seriously troublesome. Light years pre- 
viously I saw the case, then only a tumor movable in left cheek 
of size of a hazel nut, and on account of occasional sharp pains 
through it, I advised its excision; but she remarked to me thus: 
‘No, no, I tell thee, Charles, when I die I want to go altogether.” 
Now unable to speak, she and her friends are anxious for its 
removal, even if only for temporary benefit. Assisted by Drs. 
Hagins and Hoover, I removed all the diseased parts. Her 
condition was bettered every way until the wound healed, when 
it again appeared from the parotid gland, involving gradually 
all parts concerned in deglutition, when she died of starvation. 
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During the summer of 1852, James Carter, aged 50, came to 
me with what I thought to be a cancerous disease. On the 
chin, directly in the center, was a tumor of florid red color, size 
of hickory nut, open in center, attended by sharp lancinating 
pains; tumor quite hard, boundaries not defined; countenance 
sallow, cadaverous, general health poor. With little thought 
of benefiting him, I commenced using the chloride of zine in 
substance to the tumor, holding it to the spot till dissolved with 
a bit of paper. Gave him carb. fer. internally, and directed 
him to keep bowels regular. Applied the caustic every other 
day, or at longer intervals of two, three and four days. Tumor 
decreased with each application, and disappeared. General 
health became good, and to this time there is no appearance of 
a return, or tendency to return. 

Mrs. Kiever, on Eel River, Miami Co., sent for me to remove 
breast, which was cancerous. In company with Dr.T. H. Howes, 
of this place, I went over, and found the patient with large 
melanoid open cancerous ulcer, deeply excavated, and dis- 
charging exceedingly offensive matter; ulcer seven inches in 
diameter. Assisted by the Doctor and others present, I care- 
fully removed every vestige of diseased tissues, going far up in 
the axilla for all parts with hardened or unhealthy feel. The 
patient recovered, and for five years after had good health, as 
I have heard; since which time, I have not heard from her. 

Mrs. Fischer, of Kosciusko Co., came to me to have excised 
what the “cancer doctors” had told her was an eating cancer. 
Tumor hard on left cheek, reaching to lower edge of lower jaw; 
ulcerated in center, hard, red, and somewhat painful all the 
time; immovable. I removed two carious teeth from lower 
jaw of that side; gave a box of simple cerate, which they 
thought was “‘cancer salve,” and told them to return in two 
weeks if face not better. After a few weeks, saw her husband, 
who said the face was abeut well. In a short time she was 
free from what she and her friends thought a “horrid cancer.’’ 

H. Brunson, aged about 50, came to me from South Bend, St. 
Joseph Co., with hemorrhoidal tumor of twelve or fifteen years’ 
duration. Tumors unhealthy in appearance, occupying whole 
circumference of rectum; patient sallow, anemic, suffering 
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much from pain and loss of blood. Proceeded, assisted by Dr. 
Gould, to ligate the tumors; passed double threads both ways 
through the mass as high up as possible; tied in this way four 
different points; drew the ligatures as tightly as possible, 
relieving pain by opiates and chloroform; applied cold water 
dressings. In about eight days, parts of tumors commenced 
falling off. Applied new ligatures in about ten days to parts 
not first ligated. During the cure, before the ligatures were 
all off, he pulled at one so hard as to tear off a vessel, which 
bled a stream of the size of a goose-quill; he was almost com- 
pletely drained of blood before I found it out; fainted, or 
nearly so, several times; rest and pressure checked the hemor- 
rhage. After four weeks’ treatment, he was discharged cured, 
though still extremely debilitated from loss of blood. There 
was one part of the tumor through which the ligature would 
not cut. To this I applied the chlor. zinci with best results. 
Some few months afterward I heard that my patient died 
suddenly while seated in his chair. This, I suppose, was from 
rupture of aneurismal aorta, though I did not hear the par- 
ticulars. 

May 8d, 1858. The following case is interesting in some par- 
ticulars: Miss Gangwehr, aged 18, was thrown from her horse, 
and injured in the humerus. She was treated for fracture ; 
humerus bandaged and splinted; forearm put in a sling, and 
hand allowed to hang down prone. After the lapse of some 
weeks, the bandage and splints were removed, but the hand 
and forearm were useless, that is, she had no control over the 
extensors of the arm, and presented the appearance of one 
suffering from the “‘hand drop” of lead palsy. This state of 
things continued for three months, when her father consulted 
me. I treated the case as follows: extended the hand so as to 
bring the fingers as nearly at right angle with the wrist as 
possible, compatible with comfort to the patient; maintained it 
in that position by a splin¢ made of, first, a copper clasp, two 
inches wide, embracing the forearm immediately below the 
elbow, another of zinc, of same width, for the wrist; these 
were connected by four wires soldered to the plates, to run 
down the outer face of the arm, and extending as low down as 
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the ends of the fingers, with a branch to the thumb; at the 
ends were rests for fingers and thumb. These wires were so 
bent that they maintained the fingers and thumb as much 
extended as the patient could comfortably bear. This was 
worn day and night, only when it was taken off three times per 
day, to give the arm the cold douche and thorough friction 
after with a coarse towel impregnated with salt (by wetting 
in salt water and drying); after this, the arm was wet with the 


following wash : 


R  Strychnine, grs. xX. 
Acidum aceticum dilutum, Zii. 


The splint was then reapplied. This treatment continued 
four weeks, and perfect cure the result. 

During the time of bathing and friction, the hand was kept 
extended—not allowed to be flexed. 

I consider that the continued extension of the flexors, and 
the chance thereby given to the weaker extensors to retract and 
contract, was the chief agent in the cure, as the continued 
elongation of the extensors and the contraction of the flexors 
(by the position maintained during the treatment for the frac- 
ture of the humerus), was the chief cause of the loss of power 
in the hand. For the treatment of the different forms of talipes 
(except calcaneus), this object should be kept in view, and 
attained by an apparatus on the same principle adapted to the 
leg, and should be worn during the night (if the patient is old 
enough to walk), and a Scarpa’s shoe, or whatever one the 
surgeon prefers, can be worn during the day time. This will 
expedite and perfect the cure wonderfully; in truth, I do not 
believe that a cure will be perfect without it. 

The application of this principle is original with me, or at 
least I do not recollect having seen it in practice except by 
myself. The first case to which I applied it was to a boy, 
Adams, twelve years since, who had talipes caninus. I divided 
the tendo-Achilles, brought up the foot, and made a cure that 
might be called nearly perfect; as, when he left my care, he 
could wear boots, and on the affected limb only one thickness 
of sole leather was requisite additional to the heel to render his 
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walking perfect; and he left off my apparatus before I was 
willing, saying that he was well enough. 

This thorough extension, maintained by the apparatus above 
described, varied to suit the case, renders the cure of hand drop 
and talipes a much more simple matter, and expedites the cure 
to a surprising extent. If I am in the dark in this matter, or 
only reiterating a common practice, I would like to know it 
from some of the older or abler members of the profession. 





ARTICLE I, 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE FEBRILE MOVEMENT IN DISEASE. 


(An Essay read before the Rock Island Co. Medical Society, and published at their requst, 
April 14th, 1858.) 


BY J. R. HAYES, M. D. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—In obedience to your 
request, I appear before you to-day to offer you a few brief 
remarks upon a subject of much vital importance, and worthy 
of our earnest consideration. 

It is not my purpose to advance any new fact, doctrine, or: 
theory, in whatever I shall have to say; for, while it. may be 
deemed arrogance on my part, at such an early day of my practi- 
cal life as a physician, I do not deem myself adequately experi- 
enced to enlighten you whatever upon these subjects; but, at 
the same time, it is a fact that cannot be denied, that every one 
who has taken up arms in medicine will have, and does have, a 
theory, peculiar to himself it may be, founded upen facts either 
apparent or assumed that may have come under his notice. And 
may I not be tolerated in the remark, that he who never varies 
from the established rules laid down in our text books, but under 
all circumstances, right or wrong (and cognizant only of being 
right. by being a faithful copyist), pursues an undeviating track, 
will sooner or later find himself unsuccessful, if not wholly dis- 
satisfied and disgusted with his profession. 

Established fundamental principles and text books we cannot 
dispense with, nor would we if we could, for it is to them that we 
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are indebted for the accumulated knowledge and experience of 


years and ages gone by; but these will not suffice if the mind 


be not schooled to reason over these fields of knowledge, and 
to apply that knowledge, licensed to that extent to which the 
judgment may safely and wisely lead. 

The most important class of diseases to which the attention 
and services of a physician are called in this section of the 
country, is, undoubtedly, that in which the febrile movement, 
as it is termed, predominates, and which seems to be the great 
evil to be remedied or removed, when called upon to intercede 
between health and disease. 

In relation to the theory of fever, we know that the greatest 
diversity of opinion has always prevailed. Dr. Stokes tells us, 
in writing upon fevers generally, that we have not made a single 
step of advancement since the days of Hippocrates. The seven 
books of Hippocrates contains more in relation to fevers than 
has since been written upon the subject. In his time, the same 
protean kinds of fever prevailed as do at this day. Fever, fire, 
and heat, were synonymous terms to denote the phenomenon of 
an augmentation of animal temperature, in fact, fever was de- 
fined to be nothing more or less than an increase of animal heat. 
But the cause of fevers is conceded by nearly all modern authors, 
to be better known at the present time, than in the days of 
Hippocrates. The origin and effect of malarious influences, are 
now fully understood, so that it must be conceded (Dr. Stokes 
to the contrary, notwithstanding), that the moderns have made 
some advancement in relation to fevers. 

It is now fully proved that the proximate cause, is some agent 
from within or without, acting upon the blood as a poison; this, in 
turn, acting upon the nerve, centers to the whole nervous system ; 
thence, in all its varied phenomena, to all the other functions 
in a greater or less degree, in proportion to the severity due the 
exciting cause—in brief terms, a disease of the whole system. 

The blood being therefore the starting point in the inception 
of fever, may I not be allowed to call to mind a few physio- 
logical and pathological facts in relation to the anatomy of this 
fluid, which may be necessary to be borne in mind when treating 
our fever patients. 
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I shall call attention to but two constituents of the blood— 
the fibrin and corpuscles—these being more legitimately con- 
nected in their bearing upon each other in inflammatory and 
febrile affections. 

The healthy range of fibrin, as you know, is from two to three 
parts in a thousand. This proportion is very perceptibly in- 
creased during acute inflammatory affections, the increase being 
strictly proportional to the intensity of inflammation, and fever 
accompanying the inflammation. The greatest increase is ex- 
hibited in pneumonia and rheumatism, and when these diseases 
alternate to better and worse, the same changes are noticed in 
the increase and decrease of fibrin. But the increase of fibrin 
is not due to the febrile condition of itself, but depends upon 
the amount of inflammation. This is proven by the fact, that 
in ¢diopathic fevers, the fibrin is diminished, instead of under- 
going an increase. In the forming stage of typhoid, it is some- 
times reduced so low, as one part in a thousand, and the same 
is true in reference to all fevers arising from malaria; but as 
soon as a local inflammation is developed in the course of the 
fever, the amount of fibrin runs np to its diseased standard. 
Another very important fact is, that the amount of fibrin is not 
diminished by general or local depletion, but on the contrary, 
has a tendency to increase the amount in proportion as depletion, 
general or local, draws upon the more solid constituents of the 
blood. Abstinence from food, or a continued insufficient supply 
of it, will very perceptibly increase the amount of fibrin, whilst 
a reduction takes place in the more solid constituents of the blood- 
Abstinence, depletion, and symptomatie fevers, we thus see, are 
so closely allied in their effects upon the blood, that the differ- 
ence is not perceptible. Again, in idiopathic fevers, the con- 
dition of the fibrin in the blood is the reverse of what it is in 
symptomatic fevers; but abstinence and depletion will convert 
it to an analogous condition, as exhibited in symptomatic fevers. 
How very important is it for us to bear these facts in mind, 
when making up the diagnosis of our fever patients. In absti- 
nence and depletion, we have two powerful agents at our com- 
mand, the judicious use of which is so necessary to our own 
success and the salvation of our patients. 
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It is only a few years since, in the treatment of fevers, that 
venesection, purgation, and starvation, were practised indiscrimi- 
nately upon old and young, the feeble and strong, regardless of 
the temperaments and pathological condition of the unfortunate 
sick. It is needless to say, that many, very many, must have 
fallen victims under this tripod of surplus interference and 
medication, wielded by the dogmatic routinists of the day. 

I cease to Wonder sometimes, that as the plainer truths of 
physiology began to be partially understood by the masses, 
they became the ready disciples of empiricism, promulgated by 
men of but little more information, or knowing better, for 
mercenary or other selfish motives. 

In relation to the*corpuscles, we know that the proportion 
bearing upon the other constituents of the blood varies in differ- 
ent individuals. Take, for example, a patient of a robust con- 
stitution and one the antithesis of this—or one at any point 
between these two extremes—what invariable rule is there for us 
to be guided by except it be our reason, schooled and experienced 
by the instructions that science, in all its multiplied forms, has 
afforded us. In every disease of a depressing character, the 
standard of corpuscles in the blood is lowered very often to an 
almost infinitesimal amount, or in other words, whenever a poison 
is absorbed in the blood, a diminution takes place immediately 
in the firmer elements of this fluid; in fact, in some cases, a 
total destruction of the solid ingredients. In derangements of 
the liver, spleen and kidneys, this diminution and destruction is 
very perceptibly marked. Now as soon as this diminution or de- 
struction takes place, the vis medtcatriz nature, that mysterious 
agent that so admirably controls the equilibrium in health, goes to 
work with increased energy to reproduce that which disease has 
destroyed, and we know that if the vitality of our patient is 
sufficiently active, this regeneration in due time is accomplished. 
Malarious fevers being induced by poisons from without, acting 
upon the blood, it is our duty to come up to the assistance of 
our friend nature by neutralizing that poison, and by keeping 
open, moderately, the secretory and excretory systems, so that 
all morbid matters may be thrown off, at the same time assisting 
the same agent in its formative process, in bringing back the 
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constituents of the blood to its normal standard. Hence, the 
very appropriate use of alkaline agents in fevers, complicated 
with or attendant upon inflammations, when there is a constant 
tendency to consolidation or aggregation of the solid constituents 
of the blood—saline substances keeping them separate and de- 
tached as they exist normally. This treatment I find peculiarly 
adapted to the first or forming stage of fevers of a typhoid 
tendency, in preference to the more active one laid down in the 
majority of our text books. I cannot resist the conclusion, that 
we very often, in treating our fever patients, entirely overlook 
the first causes and effects, and rely for the most part upon suc- 
cess in combating the general symptoms as they are developed 
in the course of the disease. We are more capable of observing 
the workings of disease before our eyes than any text book can 
do, yet how many of us are there, who pin all our faith to this 
author or that; pursuing our vocation from day to day, fac similes 
in treatment, yet unmindful of glaring truths taught us in the 
‘sInstitutes of Medicine,” the keystone upon which the super- 
structure of all our faith should be reared. 

We cannot call that system of medicine a science that requires 
us to administer this agent or that, to do this or do that to 
all patients, because perchance there may be a similitude in the 
phenomena of disease, under which all are laboring. Want of 
attention, want of knowledge, and want of study, are more to 
be deplored with us than a want of experience, for the latter is 
only a question of time, whereas the former becomes farther from 
us each day of our lives, especially if we place too much reliance 
upon our experience. 

Some one whose name I do not now recollect, has said “that 
fever is nature’s healthy process,’’ necessary to preserve life 
under circumstances when adverse causes are at work upon the 
system, fever of itself being no disease, but a natural phenome- 
non essential to health. The same author goes on to say to the 
effect that if there were no such thing as fever, the world would 
soon become depopulated, thus proving the healthy tendency of 
all fevers. 

In treating fevers generally, the present age is much in 
advance of the one just preceding, as is proven by the fact of a 
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diminution in the percentage of mortality; but there are many 
practitioners who call themselves “regulars” (not to mention 
any others, and it has not been long since I was an eye-witness 
to a case I now have in mind), who treat a fever patient very 
much as one would clean out a stove pipe or a temple of 
Cloacina’s. If nature had no agency whatever in producing 
health from disease in man, and our patient as many lives as 
the feline race is said to have, such a course of treatment might 
be deemed justifiable. Such men have done more to bring a 
reproach upon the profession than all other causes put together. 
We seldom if ever find such men members of any medical union 
for professional advancement and improvement, too old and 
experienced to apprehend truth revealed to us every day, their 
libraries and tables minus the scientific treatises and journals 
of the day, two or three text books partially committed to 
memory, two bottles labeled hydrar, sub-chloridum and quinize 
sulph., complete their stock in trade. Yet these men are 
“regulars,” practice in the same manner, and use the same 
medicines the faculty do. Let every other patient be ptyalized 
under their treatment, and as soon as the tumefaction of the 
lingual organ subsides, the cry is raised “down with the 
calomel doctors.” Reproach is brought of course on all calomel 
doctors without discrimination, and homeopathy or some other 
pathy reaps the benefits. 

But it may be said that there is a danger of running into the 
opposite extreme. ‘This is very true. Extremes have and will 
always occur while there is so much indiscriminate license given 
to the practice of medicine; but with those to whom advantages 
have been given by long and tedious study, to fathom the depths 
of medical learning in all its ramifications, who are the patient 
observers of the workings of nature in disease, and who can 
follow after her in her obscure retreats by the lights science has 
revealed, surely there is less danger of being carried away by 
any ignis fatuus that may perchance be passing by. I will close 
my remarks by simply stating that in treating fevers generally, 
we should carefully watch nature ourselves, for we are more 
capable of observing her as she presents herself in disease before 
our eyes than any book can for us as a general rule ;—then an 
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accurate knowledge of the rules of diet, as well as those of 
general medication, is indispensably necessary to a successful 
practitioner of medicine. Too premature and too much with- 
drawal of nourishment when nature demands it to perform her 
task, meddlesome interference and untimely administration of 
medicaments, should never come up to us in judgment, when 
quietly reviewing some unsuccessful case at the close of a 
fatiguing day of professional duties, when the consciousness of 
a well directed medication should be pleasant and cheering. 
Let us study nature in health and disease more, and routine less, 
or unite them both as much as we please, but let us not pass by 
our best friend unnoticed, but recognize her in every aspect, 
treat with her as circumstances may advise, and she will less 
frequently turn her back upon us. 


ARTICLE III. 


CASE IN PRACTICE. 


BY L. H. ANGELL, M. D., AURORA, ILL. 


February 4th. Thursday evening, 8 o’clock 5 m., was called 
to see Mrs. K., and found symptoms as follows: face and hands 
of a scarlet color, dark appearance about the eyes, pupils con- 
tracted, conjunctiva slightly reddened, quick, feeble and rapid 
pulse, 130 at least; complains of great pain in back and through 
the whole abdomen, increased by placing hand over abdominal 
region; great thirst, calling for water continually; has vomited 
frequently ; has taken nothing but “corn coffee and soda”’ to 
allay vomiting; says she is “unwell.’’ Last had her menses 
“‘six or seven weeks since; supposed she was pregnant; ex. 
per vaginam; some hemorrhage; os and cervix swollen and 
painful to touch; os dilated sufficiently to admit index; says 
she has taken nothing to bring on menseg, Introduced tampon 
in vagina, and gave morph. sul., gr. }, which was soon repeated. 
In half an hour she became more quiet, but says yet the pain 
is very severe; pulse became a little fallen. I left her for a 
short time, but was soon ayain summoned, and found her worse. 
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The hemorrhage had not amounted to much, nor had she 
vomited, yet there was an aggravation of all the symptoms: 
pulse more rapid and feeble, countenance of a deeper scarlet, 
and lips purple; constant tossing about, and does not lie still 
one minute; most urgent thirst; extremities warm. Applied 
sinapisms to epigastrium, abdomen and back, also extremities, 
and gave a large dose of morphine, Sent for Doctor Howell. 
He came at a few minutes before eleven, and it being necessary 
for me to leave, he remained with the patient. There was no 
change for the better, but she continued to sink. She vomited 
some during the night, and there was occasional hemorrhage; 
once she vomited a quantity of blood. She died at 74 Friday 
A. M., eleven hours after I first saw her. Her husband says 
that he supposed abortion took place on Wednesday night; 
that on that evening she attended church, and did not retire 
until late; that she vomited in the night, and did not arise on 
Thursday morning until 9 a.M.; she then got up and partook 
of breakfast; none of the inmates of the house were disturbed 
by the sickness of Mrs. K. on Wednesday night. She had not 
complained of any symptom except pain in the back previously, 
as I can learn. She remained about the house on Thursday 
until 1 p.M., and then went to bed. She, prior to this, to 
appearance, had been a healthy woman, and had borne children. 
There were no cerebral symptoms or convulsions during her 
sickness. 

' AuTopsy—present, Drs. Buck, Allaire, Howell, Hard, Gillet 
and Young—twenty-six hours after death. 

External appearance. Skin of a dark scarlet blackness; 
cellular tissue of face and neck very much distended with gas. 
In dividing the integument over the sternum, a quantity escaped. 

Abundance of adipose tissue, at least one and a half inches 
thick, at the line of section. Upon raising the sternum, the 
tissues beneath were seen to be of the same purple color as 
externally. Heart flaccid and entirely empty. A quantity 
of reddish fluid in pericardium. This resembled that found 
everywhere, which appeared to be blood in a fluid condition. 
No coagulum, or any: evidence of fibrin, found anywhere. 
Liver greatly congested, and of a deep purple blackness; a 
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portion of the right lobe tore easily upon raising it. The 
spleen also was more intensely congested than the liver, and 
its texture so softened that it tore apart on gently raising it: 
Stomach, externally, presented a deep redness, varying from a 
scarlet to a rose red, the greatest in the greater curvature. It 
contained a brownish tenacious mucus, and a quantity of gas. 
Internally, upon its posterior surface, a circular patch of the 
- villous coat, some two inches in diameter, was elevated, resem- 
bling a number of bull clustered together. The whole villous 
surface was intensely congested, and at some points well-marked 
inflammation existed. There was a small number of dark- 
colored patches, bearing a resemblance to those produced by 
the application of the nitrate of silver to the skin. The intes- 
tines were of the same peculiar color, and at some points 
intensely congested, as was also the omentum. The uterus 
was of a dark purple color, intensely congested, its texture 
softened. Os enlarged and congested ; internal surface covered 
with a dark tenacious mucus, and the appendages involved in 
the same peculiar congestion. 

In view of the above peculiar pathological appearances, the 
evidences of gastric inflammation, the rapid disorganization of 
some of the abdominal viscera, the destruction of the fibrinous 
element of the blood, and the peculiar purple color of all the 
tissues, occurring in a subject previously healthy, having its 
commencement and termination within twenty-four hours, it 
was thought not unlikely that some substance of a highly- 
irritating property had been received into the stomach. In 
order to elucidate this point, and if possible make certain the 
pathology of the case, the stomach was shown to several 
medicalegentlemen of Chicago, among whom I am informed 
were yourself and Prof. Blaney, who has now the specimen in 
his possession. If you, sir, or any one else, can, by the aid of 
these notes, together with such examination of the stomach as 
may be had without too much sacrifice, render more certain the 
etiology of this unfortunate case, you will confer a favor upon 
the profession and yours truly. 
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BOOK AND PAMPHLET NOTICES. 


Materia Mepica anp THEeRapevtics, with ample illustrations of practice, in 
all the departments of Medical Science, and very copious notes on Toxicology, 
suited to the wants of Medical Students, Practitioners and Teachers. A new 
edition, revised and enlarged. By Tuos. D. Mircnexy, A.M., M.D., Professor 
of Materia Medica and General Therapeutics in Jefferson Medical College, 
and formerly Professor of Chemistry, Materia Medica, and Theory and 
Practice in the Medical College of Ohio, Transylvania University, and the 
Kentucky School of Medicine; author of Elements of Philosophy, ete. etc. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippencott & Co., 22 and 24 North Fourth street. 1857. 
Pp. 820. For sale by Keen & Lee, Chicago, Il. 

Dr. Mitchell says he “has added his own experience on 
various points, and the best testimony of the great world of 
physic, with the design of putting a book of real value into the 
hands of the student and practitioner. Theoretical notions, 
which are but too often of mushroom stability, have beer 
almost entirely eschewed, and the book is therefore chiefly a 
volume of facts, quite as reliable as any to be furnished by the 
profession anywhere.” 

He says, further, “it is believed that every valuable new 
application of an old remedy, as well as the desirable uses of 
agents claimed to be new down to the date of this prefatory 
note, are here presented so as to set forth their real or apparent 
worth.”” Now, while we believe that Dr. Mitchell has done 
what he says he has in the first part of the above quotation 
from the preface, we cannot believe his statement in the last ; 
his book is too small to do any such thing as to give all the 
valuable information the medical world possesses in materia 
medica. As an instance of what we consider almost an unpar- 
donable deficiency, in one valuable article, he disposes of 
veratrum viride in eleven lines. He says nothing about its 
peculiar sedative influence, or its applicability to any disease 
or class of diseases. How the very prominent and indubitable 
characteristics of this invaluable remedy could have escaped 
the attention of Prof. Mitchell we cannot divine. 

This work is arranged in alphabetical order, instead of the 
ordinary classifications of authors on these subjects. The 
reliable information on the subject of poisons contained in 
Prof. Mitchell’s om is worth four times the price of it, and if 
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for nothing else, every practising physician should possess it. 
He tells us of those antidotes always at hand (in the West at 
least) which may be depended upon for poisoning by arsenic, 
viz; magnesia, charcoal and tobacco. And we think it an 
item to have several articles upon which we know we may 
depend, as we are more certain to have one of them ‘on hand. 
We are rejoiced also to know that the filthy article which 
inhabits the pockets of so many Esculapian votaries may be 
turned to other accounts than staining carpets and masculine 
perfamery. He says “finely pulverized charcoal is, as I know 
from actual experience, capable of accomplishing all that is 
desirable in this relation.” It should be given in large quanti- 
ties in water or otherwise. Magnesia may be relied upon also 
with equal quantities, if given freely and largely. The dest 
. éaleined is preferable, but the carbonate answers quite well. 
He speaks of tobacco in very high terms as a remedy (not as 
antidote), and thinks that it produces a kind of compound 
poisoning, in which the original poisoning quality of both 
articles are lost. However the explanation of its effects, it 
certainly cures patients poisoned by arsenic. He relates a 
case, from Silliman’s Journal, of ‘“‘a young lady, the poison 
having been taken by mistake, and in a region considerably 
remote from a physician or an apothecary shop. It was 
supposed that an emetic would give relief, and as nothing 
offered excepting tobacco, it was resorted to in the hope of 
exciting emesis and thus dislodging the poison. A decoction 
or infusion was prepared, and rather cautiously given, fearing 
it might act with too much violence. Dose after dose was 
given, time passed away and no emesis could be had, and the 
result was that the lady was not seriously hurt. The success 
of the new remedy led to its employment in other cases with 
equal success, but no vomiting occurred.” It is added, that 
“more than probably an inveterate chewer could not be saved 
by the exhibition of any quantity of this article.” If it were 
not for encouraging the use of this vile weed, we would express 
doubts of this conjecture of Prof. Mitchell. He speaks of the 
hydrated peroxide of iron also, as do most writers on the 
subject, but is no better than the two first-named articles. 
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ConrrisuTions To Operative SurcEeRy AND Surcican Parnotoay. By J. M. 
Carnocuan, Professor of Surgery in the New York Medical College, Surgeon- 
in-Chief to the State Emigrants’ Hospital, etc. With Illustrations from 
Nature. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blackiston. 1858. 


Dr. Carnochan proposes to issue those contributions quarterly, 
in numbers containing from thirty to sixty pages each, until the 
series is complete; in all there will be ten. We have received 
the first, which contains thirty-two pages. It is gotten up in 
superb style, in quarto size, and illustrated with elegant en- 
gravings; but what is better still, it bears the impress of the 
vigorous originality so characteristic of the author. We quite 
agree with Dr. Carnochan in the opinion, that “it is from the 
study of particular facts operative surgery derives its most, 
valuable suggestions, and as there is no limit to the multiplicity 
of pathological differences, the most experienced practitioner 
may find himself in the presence of unknown and unforeseen 
conditions. Hence, it is incumbent on the surgeon to read 
much as well as to see much, and to extend his knowledge as 
far as possible beyond the sphere of his own immediate ob- 
servation.” 

The number on our table contains a case of amputation of 
the entire lower jaw; remarks on amputation of the lower jaw ; 
elephantiasis Arabum successfully treated by ligature of the 
femoral artery, with cases. 

No. 2 will be case of exsection of the entire ulna; remarks 
on neuralgia, with three cases successfully treated by exsection 
of the second branch of the fifth pair of nerves beyond the 
ganglion of Meckel. 

No. 3.—Case of restoration of the entire upper lip ; "remarks 
on the congenital dislocation of the hip joint, with illustrations. 

No. 4.—Case of exsection of the entire radius; case of ex- 
section of the three lower fourths of the same bone; remarks 
vn osteo-aneurism, with a case. 

No. 5.—Case of amputation of the shoulder joint, for the 
removal of an osteo-fibro-cancerous tumor of the humerus, with 
remarks on amputation at this joint; case of penetrating gun- 
shot of the heart. 

No. 6.—Case of double congenital dislocation of the hip 
joint; remarks on double capital operations, with cases; re- 
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marks on the comparative merits of the partial amputations of 
the foot; remarks on amputations through the ankle joint. 

No. 7.—Successful removal of a large fibro-cartilagenous 
tumor growing from the sixth and seventh ribs over the region 
of the heart; remarks on the treatment of varicose veins of the 
lower extremities, with cases; remarks on the creation of an 
artificial joint on the lower jaw, in a case of complete anchylosis 
at the tempero-maxillary articulation of one side. 

No. 8.—Remarks on the operation of double complicated 
hare-lip; remarks on the etiology of congenital dislocation of 
the hip joint; remarks on the removal of the first dressings 
, after capital amputations. 

No, 9.—Case of encysted sanguineous tumor of the neck 
successfully removed, with remarks on such formations; remarks 
on the purulent ophthalmia of large and crowded institutions ; 
case of vesico-vaginal fistula and stricture of the vagina, with 
formation of two large urinary calculi in the vagina behind the 
stricture, spontaneons cure of the fistula. 

No. 10.—Two cases of amputation at the hip joint; remarks 
on the anatomy of femoral hernia; case of epilepsy treated by 
tracheotomy, and wearing of a tracheal tube, with remarks; 
remarks on the entire restoration of the lower lip, with cases; 
cases of amaurosis treated with the pomade de Goudret on the 
sinciput. 

These numbers are in the course of preparation, and will 
form one complete volume, the first of a series. Terms of sub- 
scription—each number twenty-five cents, to be paid for on 
delivery. Published by Lindsay & Blackiston, Philadelphia. 

Judging from the number before us, we expect a ready sale. 


We have received a slip from Dr. Bennet Dowler, on the 
methods of preserving bodies for dissection, which is so short 
and at the same time satisfactory, that we republish the whole. 
Alcohol is’ not the best article in which to preserve anatomical 
specimens as a general rule, and we are glad to extend any 
information that may enable the profession to dispense with its 
use in one more respect. 

In an article on Medical Schools, in the November number 
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of the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, I alluded 
to a method of preserving bodies for dissection, whigh I regarded 
as a discovery of great importance to students of anatomy, and 
particularly to those of our Southern States, where the climate is 
so unfavorable to anatomical pursuits. Ihave had a good many 
letters from medical gentlemen requesting me to furnish the for- 
mula, and I take much pleasure in laying it before your readers, 
hoping that this important discovery may awaken a new interest 
in this fundamental branch of our profession. 

The following is the formula which I have used in New 
Orleans with perfect success, and there can be no question that 
if a subject is properly injected, it will keep as long as desirable. 
Take two parts, by measure, of muriatic acid, and one part of 
water, and as much metallic zine as they will dissolve—use it 
undiluted. Cut down on the arch of the aorta, and throw in 
as much of the fluid (according to the size of the subject) as can 
be injected without excessive force—say from two to four quarts. 
If it is well done, the muscles all become of a slate color, and 
the tissues firm. I have now on the table a subject on which I 
have been demonstrating to my class for fifteen days, and it is 
entirely free from odor, or other sign of putrefaction. 

J. C. Nort, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy, University of Louisiana. 


P. 8.—The injection should be thrown in gradually, and it is 
well to wait some minutes between each syringe full of the fluid. 
A body may be well injected, if done with skill, by the carotid, 
or femoral artery, but when the apparatus is imperfect it is 
better to saw the sternum longitudinally, force the chest open, 
and place the pipe in the arch of the aorta. Bodies are 
“embalmed” in most of the cities of the United States by a 
similar process, and I this morning saw more than a gallon of 
fluid thrown in through the radial artery, at the wrist. The 
subject was a lady, whose body is to be transported to the 
North. 


[I beg leave to append to the above communication from the 
distinguished professor of anatomy in the University of Loui- 
siana, the following note concerning the preservation of the 
human body, during a course of dissections in any climate. If 
not the newest, it is certainly the cheapest method known. 
Many years ago, in Virginia, in order to afford my private 
papi anatomical facilities with the utmost privacy and se- 
curity, I was compelled to use the garret of my dwelling, where 
the heat was great, and the putrefactive process was, conse- 
quently, rapid during midsummer. I was able to carry on 


265 





a tow he “ 7 





SS Se 





266 EXTRACTS. 


dissections without hurry and without the putrefaction of the 
subject in the month of August, as well as in the winter. The 
means adopted were very simple—namely, when the subject 
was not under examination, it was kept constantly and com- 
pletely immersed in a saturated solution of common salt. This 
method neither alters the natural color of the tissues, nor 
subsequently interferes with the making of handsome dried 
reparations when the dissection shall have been completed. 
fore proceeding to dry ari anatomical piece, a little soaking 
in fresh water may be proper, to prevent any saline incrusta- 
tions, but this is not necessary generally. No accident to health 
and but little damage to knives can result from this method of 
anatomizing. In fact, no climate producing salt and water can 
be so hot as to render this method inapplicable. The human 
body can be preserved just as well as pickled pork, beef, fish, 
and the like. Whether in high or low latitudes, all dissecting 
rooms which are kept sufficiently warm to be healthful and com- 
fortable.to the living, must be unfavorable to the prolonged 
preservation of the dead, and produce emanations of a deleteri- 
ous character. Bennet Dow Er. | 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.—ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


FIRST DAY. 


The association met in the lecture-room of the Smithsonian 
Institution, and was called to order at a quarter past eleven 
o'clock a.m., by Dr. Condie, of Philadelphia, when the chair 
was taken by the president, Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Nashville, 
Tennessee. Vice Presidents Breckinridge of Kentucky, Reese 
of New York, and Campbell of Georgia, were also upon. the 

latform; and at their table were the efficient secretaries, Drs. 
oster of Tennessee, and Semmes of this city, to whom we are 
under obligations. 

Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., at the invitation of the presi- 
dent, offered’ an eloquent and appropriate prayer, invoking the 
blessing of Almighty God upon the convention. 

Dr. Sar Lindsley, of this city, chairman of the committee 


of arrangements, then delivered an 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 
The secretary then called the roll by States as it had been 
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made out up to the commencement of the meeting, and the 
following number of delegates responded: Maine 2, New Hamp- 
shire 8, Connecticut 18, Vermont 1, Massachusetts 40, Rhode 
Island 5, New York 73, New Jersey 25, Pennsylvania 66, Dela- 
ware 4, Maryland 24, District of Columbia 25, Virginia 8, North 
Carolina 8, South Carolina 10, Georgia 12, Alabama 1, Ken- 
tucky 9, Tennessee 7, Indiana 6, Illinois 12, Michigan 8, Iowa 
8, Missouri 4, Ohio 14, California 1, American Medical Society 
of Paris 1, U. S. Navy 2. [When the name of Dr. Harvey, who 
has come from California expressly to attend this convention, 
was called, there was loud applause.] Other members were 
announced at different times during the day, and when the 
association adjourned there were four hundred and siz names 
registered. A large increase is expected to-day. 

r. Lindsley, chairman of the committee of arrangements, 
reported that it had been decided to hold but one business 
session each day, from nine a.m. until three p.m. He also 
announced that the President of the United States would be 
happy to receive with those members of the association who 
might call at the executive mansion at eight o’clock in the 
evening such ladies as may accompany them. [Applause. 

On motion, the association confirmed the appointment of Dr. 
J. M. Snyder to fill a vacancy in the committee of arrangements. 

On motion, it was decided that a noniinating committee of one 
from each State represented should be raised, the delegation of 
each State selecting its representative therein. A brief dis- 
cussion upon the propriety of permitting the army and navy 
delegations to appoint.separate members of this committee was 
decided by the president in favor of their having the privilege, 
and the decision was sustained by the association. 

There was then a recess of fifteen minutes, during which the 
different delegations assembled in various parts of the lecture- 
room to choose their representatives in the committee. After 
the meeting was called to order, the secretary read the list as 
follows: 

Committee of Nomination.—Job Holmes, Maine; George H. 
Hubbard, New Hampshire; P. Pineo, Vermont; Ebenezer 
Alden, Massachusetts; Ashbel Woodward, Connecticut; J. 
Mauran, Rhode Island; H. D. Bulkley, New York; J. P. 
Colman, New Jersey; Isaac Hays, Pennsylvania; H. F. Askew, 
Delaware ; S. P. Smith, Maryland; Noble Young, District of 
Columbia; A. S. Payne, Virginia; W. H. McKee, North 
Carolina; Wm. T: Wragg, South Carolina; Joseph P. Logan, 
Georgia; J. T. Hargraves, Alabama; R. J. Breckinridge, 
Kentucky; J. Berrian Lindsley, Tennessee; Wm. M. McPhee- 
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ters, Missouri; George Mendenhall, Ohio; Calvin West, In- 
diana; A. H. Luce, Illinois; Zina Pitcher, Michigan; Thomas 
O. Edwards, Iowa; QO. Harvey, California; and George Cly- 
mer, United States navy. 

On motion, Drs. Bohrer of D. C., Flint of New York, and 
Hargraves of Alabama, were appointed by the president a 
committee on special essays. 

Dr. David M. Reese, of New York, presented and read a 
written apology for having recommended for a position in 
Blockley Hospital, Philadelphia, Dr. McClintock, who had 
been expelled from the association for a violation of the ethics 
and the etiquette of the profession, by publishing a work on 
“ domestic medicine,” etc. 

_ On motion of Dr. Condie, of Philadelphia, the apology was 
accepted, and ordered to be entered upon the minutes. 

Dr. Bryan, of Philadelphia, who had also recommended Dr. 
McClintock, made a verbal adoption of Dr. Reese’s apology, 
the reception of which was warmly debated. Dr. C. C. Cox, of 
Maryland, opposed, and Dr. Condie advocated the reception. 
Dr. A. B. Palmer, of Michigan, moved the previous question 
on a motion to refer the subject to a committee, which was lost. 
The apology of Dr. Bryan was then accepted. 

Dr. Grafton Tyler, of Georgetown, D. C., chairman of the 
committee on prize essays, reported that the essays received 
were three in number, each of which had been examined with 
great care; considering, first. the intrinsic merits of each essay, 
and then their merits in relation to each other. The first prize 
was awarded to ‘“‘an essay on the clinical study of the heart 
sounds, in health and disease,’ bearing the motto, “ Clinica 
clinice demonstrandum.” The second prize was awarded to 
“an essay on vision and some of the anomalies as rendered by 
the ophthalmoscope,” bearing the motto, “Dux hominum medi- 
cus est.” 

Dr. Tyler then proceeded to open the sealed envelopes 
bearing the above-named mottoes, and containing the names of 
the writers of the essays. The first was written by Dr. Austin 
Flint, of Buffalo, New York; and the second by Dr. Montrose 
A. Pallen, of St. Louis, Missouri. This is the second time Dr. 
Flint has won this distinguished honor, and the third time that 
it has been awarded to Buffalo since the association was organ- 
ized, eleven years ago. 

On motion, the report of the committee was accepted and 
adopted. Doctors Flint and Pallen were then invited to give 
regumes of their essays, which they did. 

Dr. Lindsley, from the committee of arrangements, then pre- 
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sented an invitation froni Dr. Nichols to visit the Insane Asy- 
lum, and another from Rev. Mr. McGuire to visit Georgetown 
College. 

On motion of Dr. Hamilton, of New York, these invitations 
were accepted, and the thanks of the association were returned 
therefor. 

On motion of Dr. Lindsley, the Hon. Doctors Fitch, of In- 
diana, Chaffee, of Massachusetts, Clawson and Robbins,’ of 
New Jersey, and Shaw, of North Carolina, members of Congress, 
and Dr. Peter Parker, ex-commissioner to China, were elected 
“members by invitation,”’ and requested to participate in the 
proceedings of the association. 

On motion, Assistant Surgeon Frederick A. Rose, of the 
British navy, who so nobly volunteered his services on board 
the United States ship Susquehanna at Port Royal, and who 
came in her to New York, devoting himself to the sick crew, 
was unanimously elected a “member by invitation,” and invited 
to take a seat upon the platform. feos It was an- 
nounced that Dr. Rose had left the city. 

Dr. Francis G. Smith, of Philadelphia, chairman of the com- 
mittee on publication, made his report, showing the expensefof 
publishing the annual volume. 

Dr. Caspar Wistar, of Philadelphia, presented his annual 
report of receipts and expenditures, showing a balance on hand 
of $806. Accompanying the treasurer's report was a resolution 
providing that the back volumes on hand, when over two years 
old, shall be sold at two dollars a volume, and that volumes V, 
VII, YIM, and IX, of which there are a surplus, be sold at $5 
a set to any member. 

The special committee on medical education, of which Dr. G. 
W. Norris, of Philadelphia, is chairman, were called upon to 
report. There was no response; and, on motion, the subject 
was referred to the committee on nominations. 

Dr. A. B. Palmer, chairman of the committee on medical 
literature, asked leave to defer his report until Wednesday, at 
10 o’clock, which was granted. 

A report was made by the committee on nominations, which 
was accepted, and the association then elected the following 


OFFICERS. 


President, Dr. Harvey Lindsley, of Washington city. Vice 
Presidents, Drs. W. L. Sutton, of Kentucky; Thomas -0. Ed- 
wards, of Iowa; Josiah Crosby, of New Hampshire; and W. 
©. Warren, of North Carolina. Secretary, Dr. A: J. Semmes, 
of Washington city. [The other secretary will be elected when 
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the location of the next association “is selected.] Treasurer, 
Caspar Wistar, of Philadelphia. 

On motion, Drs. Flint of New York, Gross of Pennsylvania, 
and Gibbes of South Carolina, were appointed a committee to 
conduct the president elect to the chair. 

Dr. Lindsley, having been introduced to the association by 
the retiring president, Dr. Eve, made a few pertinent remarks, 
acknowledging the honor as the highest he had ever been called 
upon to receive, and the highest that any medical man in 
America can receive. [Applause.] Unaccustomed to preside 
over so large a body, and having had but little practice in pre- 
siding over smaller assemblages, he must throw himself upon 
the forbearance of the association and look to the members for 
support in the discharge of his official duties. [Applause. ] 

On motion, the thanks of the association were voted to the 
retiring officers for the able and impartial manner in which they 
have discharged the duties of their respective offices. [ Applause. ] 

On motion, the ex-presidents of the association present were 
invited to take seats on the platform. 

The committee on medical topography and epidemics was 
called by States. A paper from the member from Maine stated 
that he will report next year. There was no response from 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, or 
Massachusetts. Dr. Smith, of New Jersey, read an able 
report on New Jersey, and the association then adjourned until 
this morning at nine o'clock. 


EVENING HOSPITALITIES. 


a 

At eight o’clock in the evening, the delegates and the laglies 
who have accompanied them paid a visit by‘invitation to the 
Executive Mansion. The East Room, with the adjacent suite 
of drawing rooms, were brilliantly lighted, and were filled by 
about five hundred gentlemen, representing all.sections of the 
country, and a hundred or more ladies. One of the delegates 
had seen upwards of fourscore years—others have but just 
entered upon the practice of their profession. 

The President received his guests, as they were successively 
presented by Dr. Cornelius Boyle, chairman of the committee 
of arrangements, with his accustomed cordiality, and afterwards 
moved about in the East Room, engaged in conversation with 
the groups there gathered. The entire cabinet were present, 
with J. B. Henry, Esq., Marshal Selden, and Commissioner 


Blake. 
From the Executive Mansion the delegates generally pro- 


ceeded to Georgetown, where they were hospitably-entertained 
































EXTRACTS. 271 





at the residences of Dr. Grafton Tyler, at the corner of Gay 
and Washington streets, and of Dr. Riley, No. 91 Gay street. 
A cordial welcome and good cheer awaited them at the houses 
of each of these distinguished practitioners. 


SECOND DAY. 


The association was called to order by the president, Dr. 
Harvey Lindsley, and A. J. Semmes, one of the secretaries, 
read the minutes of the first day’s proceedings, which were 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of New York, Dr. Delafield, of 
New York, one of the first officers of the association, was invited 
to take a seat on the platform. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson, of Virginia, an amendment to 
the constitution was received, providing that no person shall be 
recognized as a member or admitted as a delegate at meetings 
of the association who has been expelled from any State or 
local medical association until relieved by action of such State 
or local association. 

Dr. Bond, of Maryland, asked to have the qualifications 
requisite for a seat read. He desired information as to the 
ethical qualifications for membership. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, stated that, as by the constitution 
it was necessary to have amendments lie over one year, this was 
not a question for present debate. 

The president decided that debate was not in order, and the 
amendment was accordingly laid on the table for consideration 
at the next annual meeting. 

Dr. Boyle, chairman of the committee of arrangements, pro- 
posed the names of Doctors Huff and Knight, who were elected 
“members by invitation.” : 


REPORT ON MEDICAL LITERATURE 


Dr. A. B. Palmer, of Michigan, chairman of the committee 
on medical literature, made an able and interesting report. 
_ On motion, the report was accepted, and ordered to be 
published. 
On motion, Dr. Bozman, of Alabama, was elected a ‘member 
by invitation.” 
REPORT ON MEDICAL EDUCATION. 


Dr. James R. Wood, chairman of a special committee on 
medical education, made a lengthy report, discussing— Ist, 
primary medical schools; 2d, the number of professorships in 
medical colleges; 3d, the length and number of terms during 
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the year; 4th, the requisite qualifications for graduation; 5th, 
such other subjects of a general character as to give uniformity 
to our medical system. Having reviewed these propositions at 
length, the committee have arrived at the following conclusions: 


First. Primary medical schools should be encouraged; but, as office in- 
struction will continue to be sought by students, practitioners should either 
give them necessary advantages of demonstrations, iNustrations, and recitations, 
or if not prepared to do so, they should refer them to such primary schools, or 
medical men, as will give them proper instruction. 

Second. The number of professorships should not be less th:.n seven, viz: 
a professor of Anatomy and Microscopy, Physiology and Patholog: , Chemistry, 
8 , Practical Medicine, Obstetrics, and Materia Medica. 

ird, There should be but one term annually, which should commence 
about the 1st of October, and close with the March following, thus lengthen- 
ing the term to six months. The commencement of the term, in October, 
should be uniform in all the colleges throughout the country. During the 
session there should never be more than four lectures given daily. 

Fourth, The qualifications for graduation, in addition to those now required 
by the schools, should be a liberal primary education, and attendance upon a 
course of clinical instruction in a regularly-organized hospital. 

In order to give our medical colleges an opportunity to consider the recom- 
mendations here advanced, and that this body may have the advantage of 
their wisdom and their mature views, before any definite action is taken upon 
them, your committee submit to the association the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the several medical one of the United States be re- 
quested to send delegates to a convention to be held at on the day 
of for the purpose of devising a uniform system of medical education. 

Resolved, That the present report of the special committee on medical 
education be referred to such convention for its consideration. 

Resolved, That said convention of delegates from the several colleges of 
the United States be meee to submit to the meeting of this association in 
May, 1859, the result of their deliberations. 


On motion, the report was accepted and referred to the com- 
mittee on publication, the accompanying resolution being laid 
on the table. 

The committee on nominations reported Louisville, Ky., as 
the place of meeting in 1859, and nominated Dr. 8. S. Bemis, 
of that city, as second secretary. They also nominated the 
following standing committees : 

Committee on-Putlication—Dr. F. Gurney Smith, Pa., chair- 
man; Drs. Caspar Wistar, Pa.; A. J. Semmes, D. C.; S. M. 
Bemis, Ky.; 8. L. Hollinsworth, Pa.; 8. Lewis, Pa.; H. F. 
Askew, Del. 

Committee on Medical Literature—Dr. John Watson, N. Y., 
chairman ; Drs. L. A. Smith, N. J.; C. G. Comegys, Ohio; 
R. W. Gibbs, S. C.; W. M. McPheeters, Mo. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Dr. J. B. Flint, Ky., chair- 
man; Drs. M. Goldsmith, N. J.; H. Miller, Ky.; Calvin 
West, Ind. ; 
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Committee on. Medical Education—Dr. G. W. Norris, Pa., 
chairman; Drs. A. H. Luce, Ill.; E. R. Henderson, 8. C.; 
G. R. Grant, Tenn. ; T. S. Powell, Ga. 

Committee of Arrangements—R. J. Breckinridge, Ky., chair- 
man; Drs. G. W. Ronald, B. M. Wible, D. W. Goodall, D. D. 
Thompson, N. B. Marshall, G. W. Burglass, R. C. Hewett, and 
A. B. Cook, all of Kentucky. 

The report was accepted, the nominations were sata 
and the committee received permission to sit again. 

On motion of Dr. Hamilton, of Buffalo, the resolutions at- 
tached to the report of the commitiee on medical education 
were taken from the table. 

Dr. Watson moved the appointment of a committee to consider 
the resolutions and report to-morrow [this] morning. 

Dr. Bond thought that the subject had already been sufficiently 
discussed. It had been brought up year after year, occupying 
much of the time of the association, and he trusted that it 
would receive immediate consideration. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, wished to have the subject made a 
special order for some time prior to the adjournment of the con- 
vention. 

Dr. Rogers, of New York, wished to have the report printed, 
that all might have an opportunity of examining it and the pro- 
positions which it embodies. 

Dr. Wood defended his report as a conservative report, just 
alike to the professors and to the laymen. He did not believe 
that any good could arise from a further discussion of the sub- 
ject. None had arisen ih years past—none could arise now. 
It was a bill of conciliation and of adjustment. Laymen of the 
profession merited censure for sending men to college not quali- 
fied for the profession, and colleges merited censure for sending 
men out not qualified to practice the healing art. [Applause. } 
He approved of the motion of Dr. Watson, that the report be 
submitted to a committee of delegates from colleges. 

The report was referred to a select committee, to be composed 
of one member from each delegation representing a medical 
college or school. 

On motion, thanks were voted to the late secretary, Dr. Fos- 
ter, and his successor, Dr. Bemis, took his seat. 

Dr. Hamm, of Pennsylvania, moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of reconsidering the resolution of Dr. Condie, 
pcg the apology of Dr:Bryan. The vote upon suspend- 

the rules stood—ayes 111, noes 82. The president ruled 
thet a two-third vote was necessary, and decided the question 
as lost. 
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An appeal was taken from the decision of the chair, and the 
decision was not sustained. A vote was then taken, and the 
resolution accepting the apology of Dr. Bryan was reconsidered 
by a vote of—yeas 142, nays 70. 

An attempt was then made to connect the resolution with 
that accepting the apology of Dr. Reese, but it was decided 
that it wuld first be necessary to dispose of the resolution re- 
considered, and it was laid on the table. 

A member from New Jersey hoped that the McClintock case 
would be brought fairly and squarely before the association, 
and that gentlemen would be made to “face the music.” It 
was useless to cloak it, or to attempt to dodge the responsibility. 

Dr. Beck, of Indiana, moved an indefinite postponement of 
the whole subject. 

Other gentlemen rose to speak, but the president decided that 
@ motion to postpone was not debatable. 

Dr. Jewell rose to a point of order, and protested against 
being “‘gagged.”” [The president here reversed his decision. ] 
Dr. Jewell said that the action of the day previous was regretted, 
and that gentlemen had acted hastily. Many, who at first sight 
voted to accept the apologies, now regretted having done so. 

Dr. Hamm, of Philadelphia, explained the action of the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society, and began to read a remon- 
strance from it, which he desired to incorporate into his speech. 

Dr. Biddle objected to the reading of this remonstrance, as 
a violation of plighted faith. 

It was here moved and decided that the association go into 
“committee of the whole,’ and Dr. Edwards, of Ohio, was called 
to the chair. 

The apology of Dr. Reese was again taken up, and discussed 
with spirit,‘although there was no manifestation of bad feeling 
on either side, At length he presented the following: 

“ The undersigned regrets that he certified to the professional qualifications 


for Blockley Hospital, Philadelphia, of an expelled member of this body, and 
hereby offers this apology for his departure from the ethical code.” 


This was received with loud applause, and, on motion of Dr. 
White, accepted as an ample and satisfactory apology. 

Dr. Bryan submitted a similar apology, which was also ac- 
cepted, and then the committee adjourned until to-day at nine 
o’clock a.m., evidently well pleased that this question was 
finally disposed of. 

HOSPITALITIES. 

At five o’clock p. m., the delegates went in omnibuses pro- 

vided for their use to Georgetown College, by invitation of the 
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faculty. After examining this fine institution, which commands 
a magnificent view, and visiting its fine library, museum, and 
apparatus room, the party were hospitably entertained; after 
which they returned to this city. In the evening, there were 
entertainments given them at the residence of Dr, Thomas 
Miller, 246 E street; Dr. W. P. Johnson, 466 Seventh street ; 
and Dr. A. Y. P. Garnett, 465 Ninth street. 


THIRD DAY. 


The president, Dr. Lindsley, called the association to order 
at half-past nine o’clock. The secretary not having his minutes 
in readiness, the reading of the minutes of the day previous was 
dispensed with. 

Dr. Grant, of New York, asked leave to present a complaint 
against the New York Medical College, but upon information 
by Dr. Edwards that a committee on ethics would be recom- 
mended by the nominating committee, he withdrew his request. 

The minutes were then read. Several proposals to amend 
them were made, and either ruled out of order or withdrawn. 

The appointment during last year of Dr. Geo. Haywood, of 
Boston, as a delegate to represent the American Medical As- 
sociation in kindred societies in Europe, was announced by 
Dr. Eve. 

Dr. Hamilton, from the committee of delegates from medical 
schools and colleges, to whom was referred the report of the 
special committee on medical colleges, reported the following 
preamble and resolution: . 

Fully appreciating the value and importance of the resolution under which 
they were pppcintes but a majority o the gentlemen constituting this com- 
mittee not being authorized by the medical faculties of the several colleges 
with which we are connected to act as their representatives in this matter, 
and therefore regarding it quite impossible to secure a convention of delegates 
in the interim of the meetings of the association: therefore, 

Resolved, That we recommend to all the medical colleges entitled to a re- 
presentation in this body that they appoint delegates, especially instracted to 
represent them in a meeting to be held at Louisville on Monday, the day 
immediately preceding the convention of the American Medical Association, 
for the J oy 1859, at ten o'clock, at such place as the committee of arrange- 
ments shall designate. 


The report was accepted, and the preamble and resolutions 
were passed; after which several gentlemen claimed the floor, . 
but the president decided that the reports of special committees 
were in order, the reports of committees on medical topography 
and epidemics having previously been referred to the committee 
on publication without reading. 

Dr. Foster Jenkins, of New York, read a report on the spon- 
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taneous umbilical hemorrhage of the newly born; which was 
read and referred to the committee on publication. 

Dr. 8. M. Bemis, of Kentucky, read an able and learned 
report on the “influence of marriages of consanguinity upon 
offspring.” 

Dr. Palmer, of Detroit, read a report, made by Dr. E. An- 
drews, of Chicago, Illinois, on the “functions of different por- 
tions of the cerebellum.” 

Dr. Campbell, of Georgia, read a report on the “nervous 
concomitants of febrile diseases,’’ which was accepted and re- 
ferred to the committee of publication, 

Dr. J. Marion Simms, of New York city, read an abstract of 
his report on the treatment and of the results of obstructed 
labor, illustrated with a series of magnified illustrations. 

Dr. Stephenson, of New York, read an interesting abstract 
of his report on “‘the treatment best adapted to each variety of 
cataract, with the method of operation, place of selection, time, 
age,”’ etc. 

On motion, other reports were called for, read by their titles, 
and referred to the committee of publication. 


COMMITTEES FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 


Dr. Edwards, from the committee of nomination, offered the 
following list of committees for the ensuing year, which was 
accepted, and the committees were chosen: 

Special Committee on the Microscope—Drs. Holston of Ohio, 
Dalton of New York, Hutchinson of Indiana, Stout of California, 
and Ellis of Massachusetts. 

cial Committee on Medical Jurisprudence—Drs. Smith of 
New York, Hamilton of Buffalo, Crosby of New Hampshire, 
Purple of New York, and Mulford of New Jersey. 

Committee on Quarantine—Drs. Harris of New York, Moriarty 
of Massachusetts, La Roche of Pennsylvania, Wragg of South 
Carolina, and Fenner of New Orleans. 

Committee on Surgical Pathology—Dr. James R. Wood, of 
New York, chairman. 

Committee on Diseases and Mortality of Boarding Schools— 
Dr. C. P. Mallengly, of Kentucky, chairman. 

Committee on the various Surgical Operations for the Relief of 
Defective Vision—Dr. Montrose A. Pallen, of St.Louis, chairman. 

Committee on Milk Sickness—Dr. Edward A. Murphy, of 
Indiana, chairman. 

Committee on Medical Ethics—Drs. John Watson of New 
York, Dalton of Massachusetts, Emerson of Pennsylvania, 
Hamilton of New York, and Gaillard of South Carolina. 
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Dr. Edwards also reported from the committee of nomination 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed by the chair to wait on 
the Hon. Howell Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, and respectfully to request 
the restoration of Dr. M. J. Bailey as inspector of drugs and medicines for the 
port of New York. 


Dr. Wilcox, of Connecticut, offered an amendment.to the 
resolution of Dr. Edwards, “‘ disclaiming all political considera- 
tions.”’ The amendment was accepted by Dr. Edwards. 

The resolution as amended was then carried by a vote of 79 
ayes to 52 noes. 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed by the chair to wait on 
the Hon. Howell Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, and respectfully to request 
the restoration of Dr. M. J. Bailey as inspector of drugs and medicines for the 
port of New York—at the. same time disclaiming all political considerations. 

Dr. Bohrer, of Georgetown, chairman of the committee on 
special medical essays, stated that they had not had time to read, 
much less consider, the papers placed in their hands. 

On motion, the committee on special medical essays was in- 
structed to hand such papers as they deemed worthy to the 
committee on publication. 

The president announced, as a special committee to wait on 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Drs. Arnold of Georgia, Atkins 
of Virginia, Buckley of New York, Hayes of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of New Jersey, McPheeters of Missouri, Hargraves of 
Alabama, Pitcher of Michigan, and Hooker of Connecticut. 

On motion, Dr. Edwards was added to the committee as chair- 
man. He declined, giving personal reasons as an excuse, but 
the committee refused to receive it, and he was accordingly 
chosen. 

A gentleman stated that he, with several friends, had voted 
for the resolution with the sole intention of moving its recon- 
sideration. 

Dr. Grant, of New Jersey, presented a complaint made by the 
Newark Medical Society against the New York Medical College, 
for a violation of the ethics of the profession. Dr. Edwards 
presented a similar complaint, and Dr. Oakley a complaint from 
the Union and Essex County Medical Societies. They were 
received and referred. 

Dr. Sutton, of Kentucky, moved that Dr. Jarvis, of Massa- 
chusetts, have further time to report on a uniform system, of 
registration of births, marriages, and deaths, and that a com- 
mittee be appointed to urge upon the census bureau of 1860 the 
importance of having a physician attached to it to collect vital 
statistics. 
ae 
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Dr. Kyle, of Ohio, proposed an amendment to the constitution 
by which no person can sit as a member or a delegate at meet- 
ings of this association who is not a graduate of a recognized 
medical college. Laid over for one year, under the rules. 

Dr. L. A. Smith presented resolutions of the New Jersey 
Medical Society, praying for such changes of the constitution 
as would establish a board of census in every judicial circuit of 
the Supreme Court, who should examine and grant diplomas to 
all proper members of this association. Laid over for one year, 
under the rules. 

Dr. Humphries, of Indiana, presented a resolution praying 
for an interchange of transactions of state and county societies; 
which was adopted. 

Dr. Boyle, chairman of the committee of arrangements, pre- 
sented the names of Professor Swallow, of Missouri, and Pro- 
fessor Mittag, as ‘“‘members by invitation,” and they were 
elected. 

An invitation from Professor Bache to visit the Coast Survey 
Bureaux, on Capitol Hill, was read, accepted, and a vote of 
thanks for the courtesy was passed. 

Dr. Gibbs, of South Carolina, moved that Professor Henry 
be requested to favor the assoeiation with his views on meteor- 
ology at such time during the session as he may select; carried 
unanimously. 

Dr. Campbell, of Georgia, moved that the secretary place on 
record an expression of the regret with which the society has 
learned the death of Drs. C. R. Walton, S. W. Granton, Mar- 
shall Hall, T. Y. Simmons, Mitchell, and other members deceased 
since last annual session; carried. 


VOTE OF THANKS. 


On motion of Dr. Phelps, the following resolutions were pass- 
ed unanimously, the members rising: 


Resolved, That the thanks of this association are emimently due to the 
ts and Professor Henry, of the Smithsonian Institution, for the ample 
convenient accommodation afforded for the transaction of business. 

Resolved, 'That the committee of arrangements are entitled to our praise 
and highest appreciation of their exertions to promote the comfort of the mem- 
bers and the interests of the association. 

Resolved, That to the physicians of Washington and Georgetown and the 
faculty of Georgetown College we accord the homage of our sincerest thanks 
for their elegant hospitalities extended to the members from abroad, by which 
the of their sojourn here has been so greatly enhanced. 

esolved, That we feel assured that the impressions on the tablet of memory 
received here, in our national metropolis, in this the first year of the second 
decade of the association, will long remain an evidence of the urbane attentions 
received not only from the Chief Magistrate and other public functionaries of 
our glorious Union, but of private citizens and the community at large. | 
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Resolved, That the manifestations of union of heart and purpose in the 
action of this session inaugurate a new era, and call for devout acknowledgment 
to Divine Providence, and presage, as we trust, not only a bright future for 
the association, but also as contributing to the perpetuity and prosperity of 
our great national confederation. 


On motion of Dr: Anderson, of New Jersey, it was unani- 
mously resolved that the thanks of the medical association be 
presented to Rev. Dr. McGuire and the faculty of the College 
of Georgetown for their very cordial reception and entertainment 
of the association at the College yesterday. 

Dr. Arnold, of Georgia, then exhibited specimens of a new 
method of medical preparations of some membrane incompre- 
hensible to the reporter, but which was evidently very interesting 
to the association. 

Dr. Dunbar claimed the floor, and urged the reconsideration 
of the vote appointing a committee to wait on the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and solicit the reinstation of Dr. Bailey. 

Dr. Payne, of Virginia, opposed the reconsideration. 

Dr. Tyler advocated it, and asked if this association was 
formed to wait on executive officers, and to dictate to them 
whom they shall remove, and whom they shall appoint. Many 
gentlemen around him, he was assured, had voted for the reso- 
lution without due reflection, and he trusted with confidence in 
their sober second thought. [Applause.] The press and the 
profession, he felt confident, would denounce this association if 
it entered into the wide field of politics. It was instituted to 
promote the great cause of science, not to join issue with 
government. [ Applause. ] 

Dr. Morgan also advocated a reconsideration. He was not a 
partisan. Although he resides in Washington, he has no per- 
sonal acquaintance with the President or the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but he was confident that they would not have made 
the change without good reason, and it was not the mission of 
this association to criticise or to attempt.to change their views. 

Dr. Palmer, after stating how little regard he had for the 
opinions of the press, inquired as to the present incumbent of 
the office. Is he capable? 

Dr. Watson, of New York, said that Dr. Bailey had had his 
circulars out since his “rotation,” and the subject had been 
twice before the Academy of Medicine, who have ignored it. 

Dr. Burns, of Brooklyn, said that he was not a politician, 
and that he was a personal friend of Dr. Bailey, but he hoped 
that the vote would be reconsidered. 

A member from California related his experience there on a 
question as to the superintendent of a lunatic asylum. In his 
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opinion the less the association had to do with politics, or with 
expressions of opinion on political appointments, the better. 
ager 

Dr. McNulty, of New York, said that the question had been 
twice before the New York Academy of Medicine, and twice 
been voted down. The present incumbent, whom it is sought 
to oust, is a German by birth and education. He can read the 
invoices in whatever European language they may be sent, and 
he makes his own analyses, which it is reported the ex-inspector 
did not do. 

After some “‘parliamentary”’ skirmishing, it was decided to 
reconsider by a vote of 51 ayes to 32 noes. And, on motion, 
the subject was then indefinitely postponed. 

The association then took a recess of two hours, for dinner. 


EVENING AND CLOSING SESSION. 


The association was called to order at five o’clock p. m., by 
Dr. Sutton, one of the vice presidents, who took the chair. 

The amendments to the constitution, proposed at the annual 
meeting at Nashville, had been made the “‘special order.”’ They 
were: 


1st. Amend the third article of the constitution, in relation to meetings, by 
inserting after the words “first Tuesday in May,” the words “or the first Tues- 
day in June;” and also inserting after the words “shall be determined,” the 
words “with the time of meeting.” 2d. In article 2, omit the words “medical 
colleges,” and also the words “the faculty of or regularly constituted medical 
college, or chartered school of medicine, shall have the privilege of sending 


two delegates.” 


Each amendment was separately. discussed, and each was lost 
by a large vote., An amendment proposed at Philadelphia in 
1856 providing for the establishment of a permanent secretary- 
ship was lost by a vote of 53 ayes to 84 noes. 

On motion of Dr. Foster, of Tennessee, the secretary was 
directed to collect all the by-laws, and have them printed in the 
next volume. 

An attempt was made to introduce a motion endorsing the 
acoustics and ventilation of the new Capitol extensions, but it 
was ridiculed by Dr. Sayre, and was withdrawn. 

Various additional votes of thanks were passed, and, at ten 
minutes of seven, the association adjourned sine die. 


EXCURSION. 


The members and delegates of the National Medical Associ- 
ation were entertained last evening at the residences of Hon. 
Stephen A. Douglas, corner of New Jersey avenue and I street, 
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Dr. Cornelius Boyle, 27 Four-and-a-half street, and Dr. J. F. 
os 397 C street. 

o-day there will be an excursion on the steamboat Thomas 
Collyer to Mount Vernon, Fort Washington, and the Pavilion, 
where a planked shad entertainment will be given to the associ- 
ation by the medical profession of the District. The Thomas 
Collyer will leave her pier at the foot of Seventh street punctu- 
ally at.15 minutes before 10 o’clock a.m. Ladies accompany- 
ing delegates have been invited to join the party. 


Qe 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Illinois State Medical Society convened in Warner’s Hall, 
city of Rockford, June Ist, 1858, at 10 o’clock. About fifty 
delegates were present during the meeting. The nominating 
committee reported as officers for the ensuing year—Dr. H. A. 
Johnson, of Chicago, President; Dr. J. K. Bailey, of Joliet, 
1st Vice President; Dr. Wm. Lyman, of Rockford, 2d Vice 
President ; Dr. J. W. Freer, of Chicago, Treasurer; Dr. N. 8. 
Davis, of Chicago, Permanent Secretary; Dr. 8. McBride, of 
Decatur, Recording Secretary. Neither of the secretaries being 
present, Drs. Blount and Foote were elected secretaries pro tem. 

Afternoon, 2 o’clock. A paper was read by Dr. Foote, 
from Dr. G. W. Phillips, on “ purpura hemorrhagica,” contain- 
ing the report of several interesting cases. A resolution was 
passed, that a committee be appointed to take the necessary 
steps for incorporating the society. We failed to get the names 
of this committee. A resolution was also passed, that a com- 
mittee be appointed to mature a plan and memorialize the 
Legislature in favor of a law to legalize dissection. Dr. C. N. 
Andrews, of Rockford, is chairman of that committee. 

June 2d. After reading the minutes, the next thing in order 
was the valedictory address of the president, Dr. Goodbrake. 
The subject of that excellent production was “the causes which 
retard the improvement of our profession in this State.”” The 
1st conclusion was that of want of preliminary education ; 2d, 












~ 


282 PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


sending medical students to the eastern cities to attend lectures. 
(The speaker admitted that many years ago it was an evil toler- 
able only because unavoidable, but he thinks now they may be 
much better educated in the West, because we have just as able 
teachers, while we have ample hospitals filled with patients 
affected with diseases of our own climate, as well as every other 
almost in the civilized world); 3d, want of discriminative powers, 
from which arises that false experience which so often misleads 
the profession ; 4th, too little attention to medical jurisprudence 
both by teachers and students. (He alluded to the many 
ludicrous blunders often committed by medical men of superior 
abilities from this negligence); 5th, apathy in encouraging and 
maintaining county and district medical societies. (He considers 
them great social stimuli which actuate us to greater exertion 
for higher attainments, promoting more genial fellowship and 
unity of effort). The address winds up by an exhortation to 
the members of the profession not to admit studénts to their 
offices who do not possess certain prerequisites in the way of 
education ; to encourage our own medical schools; study medical 
jurisprudence more thoroughly, so that we may do credit to our 
profession in this department of it. 

Dr. F. K. Bailey, of Joliet, as chairman of committee on 
practice of medicine, read an erudite and highly-practical re- 
port on the subject of disease in Illinois. Quite an interesting 
debate ensued, in which several members participated. 

2 o’clock p.m. The society by invitation visited the public 
school in West Rockford. It affords us much pleasure to assure 
the people of Rockford that the whole society were delighted at 
the prospects so apparent from this well regulated institution. 

After reassembling at the hall, a resolution was adopted that 
enables the society at each session to appoint the time for their 
next meeting. 

A voluntary paper was read by Dr. J. W. Freer, on “a new 
mode of dressing fractured clavicle.’”’ After enumerating the 
imperfections of all former treatment, he proceeded to explain 
his plan. The objects being to keep the shoulder up and back, 
he applies rollers of adhesive strap in the following manner: a 
pad is first. to be placed under the arm, and the right position 
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given to the member and fragments, when a strap of adhesive 

plaster, two and a half inches wide and a yard and a half long, 
is attached at its middle to the outside of the middle of the fore- 
arm on the affected side, and one end carried up before and the 
other behind, until they cross over the sound shoulder. Another 
is to encircle the body and pass over the middle of the affected 
arm; the hand is then put in a sling, secured by adhesive straps. 
The dressing seldom needs readjustment until the fracture has 
entirely united, when they may be laid aside. 

A resolution was passed condemnatory of the practice of 
hiring by the year, month, or week, to attend private families 
or individuals. It was understood that the resolution did not 
apply to the attendance for salaries upon public institutions. 

At 8 o’clock Pp. M., the society proceeded to the Metropolitan 
Hall in East Rockford, where Dr. H. A. Johnson delivered an 
excellent and acceptable address to a large and intelligent 
audience. | 

June 3d, 9 o’clock a. M. Society met and proceeded to busi- 
ness. Resolutions were passed recommending the appointment 
of a committee of three, of which Dr. Stormont, of Grand View, 
was made chairman, te memorialize the Legislature in favor of 
a law for the registration of marriages, births and deaths. Dr. 
Prince, of Jacksonville, was made chairman of a committee to 
to memorialize the Legislature in favor of a law for the cure 
and education of the idiotic and insane. 

Dr. Chambers, chairman of committee on surgery, read an 
interesting report, containing the biography of many of our 
Western surgeons, together with some valuable cases of surgery. 
A paper was read by Dr. Bailey on “solid concretions in the 
bowels,” with details of a singular case and exhibition of a speci- 
men of this class of accumulations. The thanks of the society 
were voted to Dr. Johnson for his able address, and a copy 
requested for publication. Dr. Andrews, of Rockford, read the 
report of a case of ruptured uterus, in which the rent was so 
extensive as to permit the escape of a foetus with the membrane 
entire, containing a large quantity of liquor amnii, into the 
peritoneal cavity. .The rupture took place without uterine 
contraction, and probably was the effect of disease in the 
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uterine parietes. The fissure extended from the cervix to the 
middle of the fundus. Dr. Young, of Aurora, also presented a 
case of ruptured uterus, occurring during labor, while the head 
was pressing upon the perineum. The child was small and 
dead; it was extracted by forceps, (at least, this was our 
recollection of the report). The patient recovered and again 
beeame pregnant, and at about the same stage of labor, rupture 
was again produced by the powerful uterine contractions, and 
what is very remarkable, the patient expired, as Dr. Young 
expresses it, instantly after the accident. Post-mortem exami- 
nation revealed an extensive rupture, through which the child 
and placenta were expelled into the peritoneal cavity. 

The committee on nominations reported the following stand- 
ing and special committees : 


Practical Medicine—Drs. W. Lyman, chairman, Goodbrake 
and O. J. Herrick. 

Surgery—Drs. Powel, chairman, Stearns and Hice. 

Obstetrics—Drs. Byford, Noble and Young. 

Special Committee on Typhoid Fever — Dr. Chambers, 
Charleston. 
; On Diseases and Surgery of the Eye—Dr. Goodwin, Rock- 
ord. 

On Anchylosis with Forcible Rupture—Dr. Freer. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. Trowbridge, King, Cheno- 
weth, Curtis and Moore. 


The following gentlemen were elected delegates to the 
American Medical Association : 


Drs. Noble, Harris, Freer, Steele, Nance, McArthur, Ed- 
miston, Bailey, W. Lyman, Luce, L. Clark, Hollister, Young, 
Chambers and Martin. 


A committee was appointed to memorialize the Legislature 
in favor of a law to legalize dissection—Dr. Andrews, chairman. 

Dr. C. W. Clark was appointed to report on “the effect of 
tobacco on the system.” 

There was also a committee appointed to report on Drugs and 
Medicines, but we have forgotten the names of the gentlemen 
appointed. At 2 o’clock Pp. M.; the society visited the Public 
School of East Rockford, with which all expressed themselves 
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highly pleased. Various complimentary resolutions were passed, 
but having no professional interest they are omitted. 

The above sketch of the proceedings of the Illinois State 
Medical Society is intended to embrace most of the important 
facts without being complete. Doubtless, some things are 
omitted that would have been interesting, and we would refer 
the reader to the minutes, as they will be published in the 
forthcoming volume of transactions. 

The society adjourned at 6 o’clock Pp. M., after accepting the 
invitation of the ladies of the Female Seminary to attend a 
festival at that institution, at 8 o’clock p.m. The evening was 
very stormy, and prevented many from attending who desired 
to do so. The occasion was one that will not be soon forgotten 
by the members of the society. Miss Sill, the principal of that 
new but useful and creditable academy, knows quite as well how 
to be entertaining to guests as instructive to pupils. She is well 
sustained by a learned and efficient corps of lady teachers ; and 
oh! what shall we say of the two hundred fair students who sit 
daily at her feet for instruction? We know of no better way 
of expressing ourselves than to use the language of ex-president 
Dr. Goodbrake on quite as perplexing an occasion—“ There is 
no use trying, we cannot do justice to the subject.”’ 

Rockford is one of the most lovely little cities we ever visited ; 
and the season of the year, the hospitality of the citizens, the 
whole-souled liberality of the doctors, and genial feeling pre- 
vailing among the members of the society,—all combined to 
conduce to the utmost the right kind of enjoyment. The only 
thing that occurred to mar the happiness experienced by all, 
was the disastrous devastation of the flood on Thursday, but 
this was more than compensated for by the agreeable, detention 
in such pleasant company. 


SKETCH OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE INDIANA STATE MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


FURNISHED BY THOS. W. FRY, M.D., CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND. 


The society convened on the 19th of May, in Indianapolis, 
in the hall of the House of Representatives. 
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Dr. Bullard, the president, being in Europe, Dr. Cogley, one 
of the vice presidents, took the chair; Drs. Elliott and New- 
comer, secretaries. A committee of five on admissions, was 
appointed, and requested to report at the afternoon session. 

Verbal reports were made by the secretary, treasurer, and 
librarian. Dr. Kitchen, from the committee on publication, 
reported verbally. 

Adjourned till 2 o’clock p. m. 
AFTERNOON SEssIon. 

Society met pursuant to adjournment. 

The committee on admissions reported the names of twenty- 
two physicians for membership, all of whom were elected. 

The report of the committee on ethics was made special order 
of the day for 3 o'clock p. m. 

Dr. Humphreys, from the committee on the practice of medi- 
cine, stated that a report would be presented at some future time. 

In the absence of the chairman of the committee on surgery, 
Dr. Lomax was requested to read some cases which he had 
written out. 

Dr. Ayres, chairman of the committee on obstetrics, made a 
verbal report, and on motion the committee was continued, to 
report at the next annual session. 

The committee on chemistry reported verbally, through their 
chairman, Dr. Parvin, and on motion was discharged. 

Committee on medical education called; the chairman absent; 
on motion, Drs. Fishback and Brower were added to the com- 
mittee, and their report made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow, 10 o’clock a. m. 

No report from the committee on materia medica. 

Dr. Hutchinson, from the committee on microscopy, read a 
very excellent report, which was received and referred to the 
committee on publication. 

Committee on chronic diseases of the brain called, and their 
report made the special order of the day for to-morrow morning, 
11 o'clock. 

Dr. Meeker continued his report from last session on fractures 
and false joints—a superior paper. Received and referred to 
the committee on publication; committee continued. 
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Dr. Knepfler read a good paper on the history, the use and 
abuse of mercury. Referred to the publication committee. 

Adjourned till half-past 7 p.m, 

Wepnespay Morning.—Dr. Lomax read two remarkable and 
very interesting cases as a part of the report on surgery. One 
of them will attract the attention of medical philosophers in all 
parts of the world. It was a case in which there was a fracture 
of the skull, and a large portion of brain lost, producing very 
strange and wonderful moral and mental developments. It will 
appear in our transactions. 

Dr. Newcomer, from the committee on substitutes for quinine 
in the treatment of intermittents, reported verbally, that no 
substitute for severe cases had as yet been discovered. 

The chair announced the names of Drs. Brower, Parvin, 
Humphreys, Meeker, and Woodworth, as a committee on nomi- 
nations. 

Report of the committee on ethics indefinitely postponed, on 
motion of Dr. Brower. 

The special order of the day for 10 o’clock, the subject of 
- medical education, was then taken up. Dr. Fishback read an 
admirable report. There was general discussion of the subject 
by Drs. Brower, Fishback, Fry, Lomax, Ayres, Harding, Cor- 
nett, and Jameson, and a deep interest was manifested by the 
society. 

The hour for the report of the committee on chronic diseases 
of the brain having been announced, the discussion was post- 


poned. Dr. Elliott, chairman of the committee, read his report, 
which was received and referred. 
The chair announced the following standing committees: 


Executive Committee—Drs. Dunlap, Woodburn, Bullard, Thompson, and 
Kitchen. 

Committee on Finance—Drs. Mauzy, R. C. Moore, Bullard, Knepfler, and 
Darrach. 

Committee on Publication—Drs. Parvin, Darrach, Elliott, Bullard, and Jame- 
son. 

Committee on Ethics—Drs, Woodworth, Lomax, Humphreys, and Murphy. 

Committee on Chronic Diseases of the Brain—Drs. New, Lomax, and Harding. 

Committee on Practice of Medicine—Drs. Woodworth, Ayres, and Sutton. 

Committee on Surgery—Drs. R. Spencer, Latta, and Lomax. 

Committee on Obstetrics—Drs. Ayres, Harding, and J. Ellis. 

Committee on Medical Education—Drs. W. R. Smith, Newland, Fry, and 
Fishback. 
Committee on Materia Medica—Drs. Jameson, Fishback, and Brower. 
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AFrreRNnoon Sesston.—Committee on fee bill reported; report 
received and laid upon the table. 

On motion of Dr. Fishback, Dr. Fry was appointed to report 
on medical inhalation at the next session. 

Dr. Brower, chairman of the committee on nominations, re- 
ported as follows: 


President—Dr. Nathan Johnson. 
Vice Presidents—Drs. Austin, Fry, Newland, and Latta. 
Corresponding Secretary—Dr. J. M. Gaston. 
Recording Secretaries—Drs. T. B. Elliott and F. 8. Newcomer. 
Treasurer—Dr. Charles Parry. 
Lnbrarian—Dr. Wm. P. Thompson. 

Delegates to the American Medical Association: 


Drs. Ayres, Woodburn, Kitchen, Jameson, W. Davidson, 8. Davis, W. T. 8. 
Cornett, Sloan, Austin, Town, Bowman, Clapp, jr., Parvin, J. J. Wright, Mauzy, 
Hillis, Boynton, Thompson, Tinton, Knepfler, Humphreys, Latta, R. Spencer, 
Casselberry, New, Jessup, Fishback, DeBruler, Maxwell, Grimes, Ford, Ray, 
Graff, Harding, Brower, Freeman, Sutton, Elliott, Bobbs, T. B. Harvey, Hutch- 
inson, Dunlap, Coleman, Fry, Haughton, Woodworth, and O’Farrall. 

Dr, Woodburn read the report of a case of dry gangrene. 

Dr. Humphreys reported a plan for an interchange of public 
transactions of local societies within the U. 8S. 

Discussion on medical education resumed, and after a large 
discussion, the report was laid on the table on motion of Dr. 
Hillis. 

Dr. Newcomer offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report at its next meet- 


ing, on the history of uses and abuses of Tobacco; adopted. Committee—Drs. 
Wm. Spencer, Brower, and Smith. 


Dr. Brower offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That this society receive, with cordial approbation, the circular 
emanating from Rush Medical College at Chicago, upon the subject of a reform 
in the system of public medical instruction, and pledge themselves, so far as may 
be in their power and within the sphere of their proper function, to extend their 
cordial co-operation in all measures touching the purification and improvement 
of our system of education. 

On motion of Dr. Haughton, a committee was appointed to 
report on the treatment of syphilitic diseases without the use of 
mercury; carried. 

A vote of thanks, tendered the state librarian for the use of 
the Hall. 


On motion, adjourned to meet the third Tuesday in May, 1859. 
T. G. COGLEY, President. 


\ Secretaries. 


T. B, Exxtorr, 
F. S. Newcomer, 
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GARNIER, LAMOUREUX & CO., 


MEMBERS OF: THE COLLEGE 


OF PHARMACY, OF PARIS. 
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and present great advantages in the quadruple 
e medicines. of its perfect preservation, its con- 


Nateat and agreeable administration, and above all, its greatly increased therapeutic action. 


Sole Agent for the United States, 


F. A. REICHARD, 


157 Duane St., below West Broadway, New York. 
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GALE BROTHERS, 


APOTHECARIES AND CHEMISTS 


202 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


We are prepared to furnish Physicians with Medicines and Chemicals of the 
most reliable qualities, selected and prepared expressly for our own dispensing 
department. 

ew and rare Chemicals and Pharmaceutical Preparations furnished in 
— to suit Practitioners, to whom we recommend an examination of 
our stock. 


COMPOUND SYRUP OF PHOSPHATES, 
OR CHEMICAL FOOD, 
Prepared and Dispensed in Prescriptions, or Sold in quantities, by 


GALE BROTHERS, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
202 RANDOLPH STREET, CHICAGO. 


ARTIFICIAL EYES! 


We have a large assortment of Artificial Human Eyes, of the most approved 


manufacture. 
GALE BROTHERS, 
APOTHECARIES AND PHARMACEUTISTS, 
202 Randolph St., Chicago. 


PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 
















































DR. EDWIN POWELL 


OULD ANNOUNCE THAT HE WILL RECEIVE A LIMITED NUM- 
ber of Young Men for a Course of Medical Instruction during the 
present year, commencing about the Ist of March. 
THE COURSE WILL CONSIST— 
First—Dissections and Demonstrations in the Dissecting Room of the College 
during the months of March and April. 
Second—Clinical Instruction in the Surgical Wards of the Mercy Hospital. 4 
Third—Daily Examinations on the branches taught in the Medical Schools, 
illustrated by Dissections, Pathological Specimens and Microscopic Demonstrations. 
Fourth—Microscopic Anatomy. 
The Class will have an opportunity to witness the operations of Pror. 
-BRAINARD. 








FEE—850 PER YEAR. 


TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


The subscribers would call the attention of physicians to the annexed list 

of Fluid Extracts, which we have been induced to prepare, from the difficulty 

- of obtaining such preparations of a reliable character, and to obviate the 
great inconvenience of being dependent on distant manufacturers for articles 
of every day use by physicians. 
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By the process of percolation, carefully conducted, the crude material is 
completely exhausted of its medicinal virtues, and these, by subsequent evapo- 
ration, at a low temperature, are retained in their full original activity, and 
in a form highly concentrated, and exceedingly convenient for prescription. 

We would respectfully invite physicians to make trial of the above, feeling 
confident that they will be found entirely reliable. 

‘To those who prefer Tilden & Co.’s Extracts, we would say that we keep the 
usual assortment of their Solid and Fluid Extracts, and offer them at their 


prices. SARGENT & ILSLEY, Druggists, 140 Lake-street, Chicago. 
Extractum Aconiti Fluidum, One fiuid drachm is equal to 14 a drachm of the crude material 
“ Asclepiadis , 
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cy Buchu, “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 
“ Belladonne, “ “ “ “ oe oe “ “ “ 
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“ cs oe os “ “ “se “ 
be > “ “ oe “ Fad “ “ “ “ 
“ ii, ¢ “ “ “ oe about 5 grains “ “ o 
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“ Sanguinariz “ “ os “ % a drachbm “ “ “ 
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Sargent & Ilsley’s Solution of Chloride of Zine, 


For Purifying Sick bers, Sinks, Chamber Vessels, Vaults, Cellars, and for preserving 
ms nen "Preventing Moths, Exterminating Bugs, $c. ft 

To obtain a substance harmless in itself, and free from smell, but possessed 
of the property of destroying all other smells, particularly such as are offen- 
sive or injurious to health, has long occupied the attention of scientific men 
It has been found that Chloride of Zinc possesses this power in a high degree, 
and is also safe, economical and convenient. 

It has received the sanction of the highest medical authority, and been very 
extensively introduced into the hospitals and public institutions of Europe and 
this cofintry. 

Our solution is of uniform strength, containing 35 per cent. of the dry 
chloride, and for most purposes should be diluted with twenty times its bulk of 
water. It is the cheapest, most effectual and convenient disinfectant known. 

Its application is perfectly safe, both to persons and property; it is also free 
from the noxious and disagreeable odor of the chloride of lime, and the direc- 
tions pertaining to the various disinfectants in common use. Full directions 
aceompany each bottle. 

’ Prepared by SARGENT & ILSLEY, Druggists, 140 Lake Street, Chicago. 
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b KTH GCOS CONCENTRATED ORGANIC REMEDIES 


GALE. BROTHERS, 
APOTHECARIES, 


No. 202 RANDOLPH STREET, CHICAGO, 


Are Wholesale and Retail Agents for the Sale of the Concentrated Medicines 
manufactured from Indigenous and Foreign Plants, by B. Keith § Co. Office, 590 
Houston Street, corner of Mercer, New York City. 

The high estimation in which these Medicines are held by those Practitioners 
who have tested their virtues, and their rapidly increasing popularity, induce 
us to recommend them to the Medical Faculty generally, with the assurance 
that a thorough trial will result advantageously. 

We are prepared to offer the manufacturers’ best terms to the trade, and 
being at all times well supplied, respectfully solicit orders. 

We subjoin a List of these Preparations, to which additions will be made 


from time to time. 




































Powders. Obtained from peroz.; Powders. Obtained from per oz. 
Ampelo, Ampelopsis Quinque, $1 50) Rumin Rumex Crispus, $0 75 

Ainain, =, Al Inus Secreinee “the 1 00; San uinarin, Sanguinaria Canadensis 0 75 
Apooy in, Apecspam ( Cannabinum, 2 s - poe, somenere 7 aml 2 4 
Asclepin epias Tuberosa. enecin Senecio Gracilis 
Baptisin’  Baptisia Tinctoria, 1 00/| Stillingin, _Stillingia Sylvatica, 1 3 
Cenlophy in, Cote. Thalic. " 1 = tae oe — = qantas, ; 2 

erasein rginiana. rillium Pendulum 
Chelonin, Chelone Glabra, | Veratria, Veratrum Viride, ’ 1 50 
Cornin Cornus Florida, i 00 Viburin, Viburnum Oxycoccus, 1 50 
Corydalte, Corydalie Formic, : = Concentrated Tinctures. per oz. 
Digan. ‘ Digitalis Pepe, 2.60) Co. Tipe, Apeorsem Avivo. $1 00 
Euonymin, Euonymus Americanus, 150) * * Disk a - 0 50 
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Irisin ’ Versicolor, ’ 1 09; Xanthoxylin Pills, 0 50 

per bot. 
Jagiandin I agians aoe, ; 75 Con. Tinc. Gelseminum Semp. 6 oz. bot. 1 00 
Leptandrin, Leptandria Virginica, 0 75) “ Veratrum Viride, 4 oz. a 0% 
Lupulin ’. ‘Hamulus Lupulus, mun Wine Tine. Lobelia Infi., 6 oz. 0 50 
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Pocket Medicine Cases, filled with Concentrated Medicines. 
No.1. 20 vials, 
OSMAQS LR? MET, Sass sch icebcapeedetabsonscetdooss osntbes 
“ 3. 28 “ 
An extra charge of ten cents per oz. will be made for medicines put up in half oz. vials. 
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w the articles memutactared at their Laboratory will bear the stamped label, “ Prepared at 
of B. K é Co. ~4 ll They will also be hermetically sealed and — 
oB. Keith @ 








